
active in the Birmingham civil rights movement. Her own church, Sixteenth Street 
Baptist Church, was bombed in 1963, killing four young girls. 

31 Jan 
‘956 

Dear Rev. King, 

For years, we Negro Mothers of the Southland have prayed that God would 
send us a leader such as you are. Now that the Almighty has regarded our lowly 
estate and has raised you up among us, I am indeed grateful. Be asured that day 
and night without ceasing I shall be praying for your safety and that of your 
family’s. The Arm of God is everlastingly strong and Sufficient to keep you and 
yours. There shall no harm come to you, and the Comforting Spirit of God shall 
guide you. 

A fellow Suffer 
(Mrs.) Pinkie S. Franklin 

of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church 
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From J. Pius Barbour 

31 January 1956 
Chester, Pa. 

Barbour, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Chester, Pennsylvania, beca?ne a mentm 
to King when the latter studied at Crozer Theological Seminary. 

REV M L KING 

280 so JACKSON ST MONTGOMERY ALA 

STAND YOUR GROUND WE ARE PRAYING FOR YOU 

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH CROZER SEMINARY BOYS 

J. PIUS BARBOUR 

PWSr. MLKP-MBU: Box 14 

From Major J. Jones 

I February 1956 
Nashville, Tenn. 
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Jones, dean ofthe chapel atFisk University, had been a close friend ofKing’s since they 
were fellow graduate students at Boston University. Several weeks before King’s 
scheduled lecture at Fisk, Jones conveys his concern and that of his wife, Mattie Parker 
Jones, about the bombing. 
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Dr. Martin Luther King 
309 South Jackson Street 
Montgomery Alabama 

Dear Martin: 

Mattie and I were very concerned upon learning that your house was bombed 
Monday evening. We were relieved, however, to hear later that no one was 
injured. 

I tried to reach you yesterday by phone but after thinking it through, I thought 
probably it would not have been the best method of communication anyway un- 
der the circumstances. I am very concerned, as you know, about the implications 
of this and its weight upon you personally but the issues are of such that I can not 
give you any personal advice but only hope that you will take every precaution 
and be careful in what you do and say. 

Please accept my prayers in all that you do. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] 
M. J. Jones 
Dean of Chapel 

MJJ 
a 
r 
P 

{Give my regards to all 
Major] 

I Feb 
7956 

TALS. MLKP-MBU: Box 119. 

From Walter R. McCall 

I February 1956 
Fort Valley, Ga. 

Kings classmate at Morehouse and Crozer offms encouragement and advice. McCallS 
letter included the notation "Reverend King c/o Dr. Trenholm, " a  reference to 
H. Council1 Trenholm, president of Alabama State College and a deacon ofDexter. 

Dear Mike, 

It was good to get first hand information as to how you are getting on the strife 
involving so many people. 

Needless to say that {the] momentous task under which you and others have 
gone is a well worthy one. That in itself should give you all the encouragement 
necessary. But more than that THE PEOPLE ARE WITH YOU. So, be not afraid 117 
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